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EDITORIAL.

A FALSE ACCUSATION.

T may be confidently affirmed that from the

- first issue of this journal we have steadfastly
_ supported the British Nurses’ Association.
We have fully recognised the difficulties against
which the Association has had to contend, and
so far as we have been able to do so we have de-
fended it againsttheattacks which have been made
upon it. No one can, therefore, accuse us of
being in the slightest measure unfriendly to it ;
and what we now propose to say is dictated solely
by a desire for its future welfare, We cannot
believe that its Executive Committee are aware
of the widespread feeling amongst Nurses con-
cerning the attacks which week by week have
been, and are being, made by a contemporary
‘upon the Association and all its works ; dnd we
are even inclined to think that the very fact that
_ these attacks are made may be unknown to the
managers of the Association, because from several
sources we have learnt that these ladies and gentle-
men never see the paper in question. Wehavealways
doubted the wisdom of this attitude of ignoring
open enmity, and now take leave to express our

reasons for the scepticism. The great majority
of Nurses cannot afford to purchase better class
lay or professional papers, and, therefore, they are
unable in their busy lives to learn what opinion
the Medical profession and the public hold of the
British Nurses' Association. This body, ontheother
hand, has no official organ of its own, and, there-
fore, possesses no means of informing its members
in particular, and the Nursing profession in
general, of its proceedings and its prospects, nor
of confuting any false statements which may be
made concerning these matters.

Such a condition of affairs must always be
a source of weakness to any Association, as we
have frequently pointed out in these columns;
and, in the case of the B.N.A., the fact of its
powerlessness to protect itself has undoubtedly
emboldened its assailants to again and again
attack it. But the great body of Nurses do not
yet understand the great objects for which the
Association is so bravely and wisely contending.
They only learn once a year, by means of an
Annual Report, what it is doing. They do not
know that the Hospital newspaper was entirely
started, and is chiefly owned and chiefly edited by
Mr. Henry C. Burdett, who, less than three years
ago, was himself endeavouring to open a Register
of Nurses. Nurses do not know that many of the
leaders of their own and of the Medical profession,
repudiating the ridiculous idea of Nurses being
registered under such auspices, formed the British
Nurses' Association to carry out this and other
objects. Of course the Association has succeeded,
because it attracted to itself at once a large num-
ber of the educated Nurses, who preferred to
be organised under professional control to being
registered, like domestic servants, by any outsider
who craved for notoriety.

But it is well that Nurses should be made aware
of these significant facts, because it at once ex-
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